

Why is the Amazon important?
Location: The Amazon Rainforest covers most of the Amazon River Basin, in South America. The majority of the forest is in Brazil, although a substantial amount is in Peru with smaller sections in numerous other neighbouring countries.
Background information:
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Amazon Rainforest is one of the most important ecosystems in the world and covers approximately 5,500,000km2. The Amazon Rainforest is crucial to our climate and helps limit the extent and worst consequences of global warming. The forest acts like an enormous air conditioner and cools the whole planet by 1-2°C as well as helping to control rainfall and humidity in several parts of the world. The trees in the Amazon rainforest are thought to absorb over 300 million tonnes of carbon dioxide each year. Deforestation not only reduces this capacity but also releases additional carbon dioxide. The trees and plants in the Amazon also produce over 20% of the earth’s oxygen. Many modern medicines ( e.g. treatments for diseases such as multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease and other muscular disorders which come from the poisonous bark of a South America tree called curare lianas) originate from plants found in the Amazon and yet scientists estimate that only 1% of all medicinal plants that are thought to exist in the Amazon have been found. Deforestation could be destroying cures we don’t even know exist yet. It is also home to some of the most isolated human societies anywhere in the world.
Main issues and themes:
Through the video students are introduced to the Amazon Rainforest, its importance to the world, what it provides us with and why it needs protecting. Key issues include:
· Rainforests
· Vegetation biomes
· Climate change
· Biodiversity 
· Products found in Rainforests (e.g. food, medicines and others)
· Deforestation
· Indigenous people who live in the forest
Possible enquiry questions:
There are many different directions to take a lesson that makes use of this video. Some questions to get students thinking critically after the video may include:
· What would happen to our climate if the Amazon rainforest disappeared?
· Should we protect an area just because of what we think might be there and may be found in the future?
· The Amazon Rainforest is a huge potential economic resource for Brazil. Why should they be allowed to develop it in any way they want?
Starter activities
The following starters may help get students engaged on a particular issue addressed in the video. 
· What products do we get from rainforests? Show a series of products including chocolate (cocoa), tyres (rubber), spices, medicines, sugar.
· Picture reveal showing activities putting the Amazon and other forest at risk (e.g. logging, ranching, soya bean farms, roads and mining activities) and ask if there is an alternative to these activities happening in the Amazon. 
Suggestions for main lesson activities:
The video throws up a number of different issues and could be incorporated into a variety of main lesson activities. Here are just a few examples:
· Identify and describe the main features of the rainforest biome and do likewise for several other global biomes.
· Annotate a diagram of the rainforest, identifying the different layers of a rainforest and their features.  
· Produce posters explaining the importance of the Amazon and explaining some of consequences of deforestation.
· Creative writing, imagine you are an Amazonian Indian living in the forest. Describe the development of the Amazon, the benefits, threats and changes to your way of life.
· Compare the importance of the Amazon Rainforest to other major biomes/ecosystems e.g. East African savannah, Arctic permafrost etc.
Relevant additional resources:
· Information on the Amazon Rainforest and its importance
· Amazon deforestation resources from the BBC 
 Other related Atlantic Rising resources:
Atlantic Rising itself has a number of additional resources from the expedition that are related to and could support a lesson (or lessons) based on this video. These include:
· Case study: The Amazon 
· Case study: The business of saving the rainforest 
· Photos: The Amazon floodplain
· Photos: Travelling up the Amazon by boat 
· Blog: A visit to an opera house in the Amazon
· Video: Deforestation in the Amazon
· Video: Why is the Amazon important
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