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Globalisation and interconnectedness: the global food system
How much do you think about the impact of what you buy in the supermarket? Do you ever think where the food has come from, how it was grown, what the lives of the people who grew it are like? 

Activity 1
Which of our food comes from which country visited during the Atlantic Rising expedition? Match the foods to the country and description.  

(Extension: print out a map of the world and label where each country is to show the geographical reach of the global food system. You could also extend this to other foods from elsewhere in the world).

	Brazil
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	These well known and popular fruits are produced in the South of this powerful MEDC. They are exported as fruits or made into the juice and sold all over the world.



	Ivory Coast
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	This sweet ingredient is one of the main agricultural products from this small South American country. It grows in canes and when processed is important in all kinds of foods including cakes, chocolate, biscuits and sweets. Some people have in added to tea and coffee too.



	Guyana
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	This African country is the largest producer of a bean which is used to produce something those of us with a sweet tooth love.



	USA
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	This large fruit requires a hot climate and lots of water. The water is provided through irrigation systems. Fruits that are round and a nice colour are exported from this South American country to Europe. Odd shaped or discoloured fruit are consumed locally or wasted.




Activity 2

Where do your favourite foods come from and how far do they travel to get to your plate?  Fill out the  table  with your favourite food, the country of origin and how far it the distance is from that country to your home town. 

	Favourite food
	Country of origin
	Distance to my plate

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Think about – how many miles your food travelled to get to your plate, are these foods necessities or luxuries? Why does food have to travel so far? Could it be grown near to you?

Activity 3

Read this article on soya farming and exportation from the port in Santarem, on the River Amazon in Brazil. http://www.atlanticrising.org/case-studies/view.asp?id=29 

Soya farming is crucial to the global food industry and we depend on it to feed our cows, pigs and chickens. Soya farming provides an economic boost for the region and for the companies involved, but there are negative impacts associated with the port too. List all the positives and negatives you can think of connected to soya farming in the Amazon and the port at Santarem.

(Extension: are you persuaded by the positives or the negatives? Write a short piece explaining your view and provide reasons for your answer.) 

	Positive
	Negative

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Activity 4
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These photos show the life of a melon, from seed to shop. Cut out and arrange the pictures in order. Write a short sentence to go with each picture to explain it. 
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