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Rainforests – threatened ecosystems or economic resources?
Rainforests like the Amazon Rainforest are some of the most import ecosystems in the world. They are important to our climate, our economy, biodiversity and the many people that live there. However, they are increasingly under threat from deforestation.
Activity 1
Cut out the 10 rectangles below. Match the five pictures with the appropriate explanation and put them in a sequence that makes sense.
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	With no trees the soil is not protected so nutrients are washed out by the rain. The soil becomes less fertile, dry and compacted. It is hard for rain to soak into the dry soil, so flooding may occur.
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	The rainforest takes a long time to recover. New trees grow more slowly and there are fewer species than before. 
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	A healthy rainforest is a very important ecosystem with high levels of biodiversity. Rainforests are increasing under threat though.
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	Small areas of the rainforest are deforested for roads to enable vehicles to get deeper into the forest. This can lead to further deforestation.
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	Logging, cattle ranching and soya farming lead to the destruction of large areas of the rainforest. This is because there is high demand for wood, beef and soya in places such as Europe and the USA.


Activity 2
People who live in countries with rainforests understand the economic potential of these ecosystems. This usually results in logging, farming or mining and can lead to deforestation and environmental damage. One organisation in Guyana is looking to develop a more sustainable way of benefitting economically from the rainforest. Using the resources below (or others) answer the following questions through a web enquiry:

· What is the Iwokrama project in Guyana trying to do?

· What are some of its activities and projects?

· Do you think this is a model that can/should be repeated in other areas of rainforest?
http://www.atlanticrising.org/case-studies/view.asp?id=28 and http://www.iwokrama.org/wp/ 
(Extension work – can you find any other interesting projects that are sustainably managing rainforests?)
Activity 3
There are often conflicts in rainforest regions between the economic development of people who live outside the forest and the rights of indigenous people living in the rainforest. Read this article about the building of a hydro-electric dam and the effect on local Amazonian Indians then answer the questions below http://www.atlanticrising.org/case-studies/view.asp?id=31.

· What are the pros and cons of the dam project?

· Do you think the dam building should go ahead?

· Do you think Brazil is right to build dams to produce hydro-electricity in the Amazon?

Activity 4
Each of the four photographs below are a different place where people from the Amazon live. Pick one photo and describe the place from the photograph. Write a short piece describing what you think it might be like to live there.
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