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Description

This workshop gets students thinking about how to introduce themselves to different people around the Atlantic.  During the workshop, students will write letters for a project that is launching a tracked capsule in to the Atlantic Ocean.  This capsule emits a signal that allows it to be traced on a website.  The project allows students to introduce themselves to the rest of the Atlantic and then follow the progress of the capsule as it travels around the ocean.  This is an unique project which will involve every school in the Atlantic Rising network.

Photos of individual letters will be available on Atlantic Rising’s website so students can compare their own work with other students around the ocean.

Main themes

Students will gain an understanding of ocean currents and the different movements of water within the ocean.  Students will be shown the technology that allows buoys to be tracked.  The different reasons for sending messages in bottles will be introduced and students will be encouraged to think critically about what kind of a letter they want to write.  The workshop tries to encourage free expression in people’s writing rather than channelling student’s work into a set framework.

Target Student Audience 

This project is aimed at students aged 11 - 14. 

In the UK, this represents Curriculum Key Stage 3 / S2 and Years 7 - 9. 

Curriculum areas 

This module will support students’ work in English (UK Attainment Target 3: Writing), Citizenship and Geography. 

Key activities 

• Brainstorming and mind-mapping the information others in the global community would like to know about them as individuals and the questions they would like to ask the people finding the message. 

•. Writing letters in a form that is easy to understand for people unfamiliar with letter writing. 


Objectives

· Students to understand how ocean currents move water and objects around the ocean.

· Students to discuss the different reasons people write messages in bottles and assess what motivates them in their writing.

· Students to write their own letters that can be placed in the capsule.

Preparation

· Teachers should be familiar with the case study material presented and the outline of the Message in a Bottle project.

· Students should each have paper copies of the case studies or be able to see them on screen.
Introduction (20%)

· Teacher to introduce the Message in a Bottle project to the class:

· Atlantic Rising Slide - using map of the Atlantic to explain the route of the expedition around the ocean.

· Ocean Currents Slide. Explain how oceans are fluid systems and that water is constantly moving from place to place. Look at ocean currents on the map and explain how winds cause bodies of water to move around.  These movements not only transport water, but also transport objects, animals and people.  
· Foreign bodies slide.  Look at the some of the journeys these objects have made and relate them to different currents.
· Message in a Bottle Slide - Point out the point where the buoy will be thrown overboard and work through the different processes by which people can keep in touch with their message.
The history of the bottle (35%)

· Do these messages ever arrive?  What happens when they are at sea? Teacher to give out the Message in a Bottle fact sheets.

· Students to read through them in groups and teacher to lead discussion about the reasons each one was written.  What motivated these people to write?  What were they hoping for?  Did they ever think that they would be found?  What do these messages have in common?

· Students to brainstorm how they would write their own letters.  How would they present themselves to the people who find the letter:

· Information about themselves and their community?

· Is there a particular message they want to tell the person who finds the letter?

· Is there anything they want to ask the people who find the letter?

· If the capsule was to be at sea for 50 years, would this change the information that they include?

· What other information needs to be on the letter – address / date?

Writing the letter (35%) 

· Students to each be given one piece of A4 paper and advised to avoid water soluble ink.

· First name (no surnames), school address and date to be added to all letters.

· If the students want the letter to be private and not shown to anybody that is fine.  Please let Atlantic Rising know which letters these are.

· Teacher to collect letters at the end.

Conclusions

· Teacher to talk students through what will happen next.  Students can track the progress of Atlantic Rising through the website (www.atlanticrising.org).  Atlantic Rising have a similar tracker attached to their vehicle.  They will be launching the buoy at the beginning of December and there will be a film of the launch appearing on their website.  Photographs of some of the letters will also be on their website.

Further resources

· Students can learn about people travelling across the ocean using only ocean currents by reading the excellent book: The Kon-Tiki Expedition by Thor Heyerdahl.

· There is also a big project underway mapping the paths of thousands of rubber ducks that washed overboard from a container ship in the Pacific:

· The Rubber Duck Project: http://beachcombersalert.org/RubberDuckies.html 
     

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article1996553.ece 
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