UNDERSTANDING THE GULF STREAM

Why do palm trees grow in Scotland?
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Using the internet and video links below, your challenge is write a report on the impacts of ocean currents on the coastline near where you live.  This report should include photos and writing that address the following issues: 

1. Explain the movement of warm water in the Northern       Hemisphere.  

2. What is the Gulf Stream? What causes the Gulf Stream?

3. Discuss the Gulf Stream along the American coastline and the UK? What impact does it have?

4. How does the climate of the UK differ from cities in Canada on the same latitude?  Why is this?
Internet resources – UK and USA

http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/features/understanding/scotland_02.shtml 

http://www.pik-potsdam.de/~stefan/Lectures/ocean_currents.html 

http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/OCEAN_PLANET/HTML/oceanography_currents_4.html 

http://seawifs.gsfc.nasa.gov/OCEAN_PLANET/HTML/oceanography_currents_1.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/climate/impact/gulf_stream.shtml 

http://coastalguide.com/bearings/gulfstream2.shtml 

http://www.ncbeaches.com/Features/Weather/GulfStream/ 

Additional Internet Resources for Other Schools

For finding the current closest to your school: http://oceanmotion.org/html/background/wind-driven-surface.htm 

Short films 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR5TFWNLtOc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMLy4jV7Xgo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgoANl_97kM 

